On the Gospel Message
“The presence of God
among men did not take
place in a perfect, idyllic world but rather in
this real world, which is
marked by so many things
both good and bad, by division, wickedness, poverty, arrogance, and war. He chose to live in
our history as it is, with all the weight of its limitations
and of its tragedies…. He is God-with-us. Jesus is Godwith-us. Do you believe this? Together let us profess:
Jesus is God with us! Jesus is God with us always and forever with us in history’s suffering and sorrow” (General
audience, December 18, 2013).
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Additional Resources

Pope Francis also prays every day for God’s guidance
and encourages us to do the same. “I pray the breviary
every morning. I like to pray with the psalms. Then, later,
I celebrate Mass. I pray the Rosary. What I really prefer
is adoration in the evening, even when I get distracted
and think of other things, or even fall asleep praying”
(Interview with America magazine, September 30, 2013).

Books
New Beginning, New Hope: Words of Pope Francis Holy
Week through Pentecost (Our Sunday Visitor, 2014).
Only Love Can Save Us: Letters, Homilies, and Talks of
Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio (Our Sunday Visitor, 2013).

For Reflection: How can I be a better steward to the
people, property, and material possessions the Lord
has entrusted to me?”

Pope Francis and the Joy of the Gospel: Rediscovering the
Heart of a Disciple, Edward Sri (Our Sunday Visitor, 2014).
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Through the Year With Pope Francis: Daily Reflections,
Ed. Kevin Cotter (Our Sunday Visitor, 2013).
A Year of Mercy With Pope Francis: Daily Reflections, Ed.
Kevin Cotter (Our Sunday Visitor, 2014).

Website
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This isn’t new for him either. Pope Francis was wellknown for taking public transportation in Argentina as
well as telling people to donate money to the poor instead
of spending it to attend his installation as cardinal.

Like a good pastor, Pope Francis reminds us that our
focus should not be on him, but on Jesus. Growing in our
relationship with Christ — really knowing the Lord — is
at the very heart of Pope Francis’ discipleship message.
He calls us to a “daily encounter with the Lord, each day.
Through our victories and through our weaknesses.” He
likens our relationship with Christ to that of Peter and the
apostles. Many times Jesus “turns to us and asks us: ‘who
am I for you?’” (Morning meditation, February 20, 2014).
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Maybe, in the end, the world recognizes Pope Francis
as a pastor because he gives the world a much-needed
glimpse of true love, of sacrificial love, of the love of
Jesus Christ. “The Lord wants his kingdom to be spread
through gestures of love freely given. This is how men
and women recognized the first Christians as they went
about spreading the message that overflowed from
them. ‘Freely you have received, freely give.’… The
Church grows by attraction, by its witness, not by
proselytism” (Only Love Can Save Us, Lenten Letter,
February 22, 2012).

Our Sunday Visitor is the largest English-language Catholic
publishing company in the world. Come to osv.com with
all your Catholic questions, concerns, and needs.
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Living as Disciples
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Pope Francis has taken his role as steward seriously
through his efforts to review the Vatican banking system, by paying for his own hotel after his election, by
creating showers and sleeping bags for homeless people
at the Vatican, and through a commitment to living a
life devoted to serving God’s people. In addition, he has
raffled off many of the gifts he has been given in order
to give the money to the poor as well as giving out of his
own funds.
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God’s Steward

Evangelii Gaudium (“The Joy of the Gospel”) Pope
Francis.
www.vatican.va/evangelii-gaudium/en/index.html
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For Reflection: If someone were to observe my life,
would they know I was a Christian by my words and
actions?
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PASTOR TO
THE WORLD

A Life of Humility

In light of Pope Francis’ historic visit to the United
States in the fall of 2015, he has been called the “Pastor
to the World.” His popularity is undeniable. What is it
about this pontiff that has both Catholics and non-Catholics interested in what he says and does?
Perhaps part of the answer is that in his weekly
addresses and daily homilies, in his off-the-cuff remarks
and official writings, he talks to people where they are —
in their brokenness, in their hope, in their sorrow, and in
their joy.
He recognizes that the Church isn’t a retreat for the
righteous but “a field hospital after battle.” He says: “It
is useless to ask a seriously injured person if he has high
cholesterol and about the level of his blood sugars! You
have to heal his wounds. Then we can talk about everything else. Heal the wounds, heal the wounds…. And
you have to start from the ground up” (Interview with
America magazine, September 30, 2013).

Pope Francis has said, “Humility is above all God’s
way: God humbles himself to walk with his people”
(Palm Sunday homily, 2015). Never is this more apparent
than in Pope Francis himself.
Time and again we hear that the choices Pope Francis
makes in his daily life as Bishop of Rome are humble
choices, putting other people’s needs before his own.
From living in Domus Sancta Martha, the Vatican guest
house, instead of the papal apartments to eating in the
common cafeteria and driving around in a 1984 Renault
4, his choices have been a strong witness to the world that
he is willing to “walk the walk” of humility.

When we are generous in welcoming people and
sharing something with them — some food, a place
in our homes, our time — not only do we no longer remain poor: we are enriched. I am well aware
that when someone needing food knocks at your
door, you always find a way of sharing food; as the
proverb says, one can always ‘add more water to
the beans’! Is it possible to add more water to the
beans?…Always?… And you do so with love, demonstrating that true riches consist not in materials
things, but in the heart! (July, 25, 2013)

Indeed, he calls all of us to a life of humility and
inspires us to follow not Pope Francis, but Christ. “It
would do us good to journey through our life and to
consider the many times the Lord has visited us with his
grace, and always with this humble style, the style he calls
us, too, to have: humility” (Message, March 9, 2015).

Reaching out to immigrants, people who are poor,
migrant workers, children living in poverty, and people
on the margins of society is a hallmark of Pope Francis’
papacy. Each Holy Thursday, the world has watched as
he has tenderly washed the feet of prisoners and sinners
and, through this sacred action, it has become clear that
we are all sinners yearning for the mercy of Christ in
our lives.

For Reflection: In what areas of my life might
I exercise more humility?

Our Teacher and Guide
A good pastor must be able to teach, not just those
who are already believers, but those who have never
encountered the Gospel before. Pope Francis has shown
himself to be a master at putting things in a way that
makes sense to the world at large on everything from the
importance of the family to the Gospel message, from
peace to politics — all with good humor (another characteristic of a good pastor!).

For Reflection: Whom are you called to welcome
and care for in your life?

St. Paul describes the traits of a “good pastor” in Titus
1:7-9. Among the qualifications Paul lists are that a bishop (and the pope is the Bishop of Rome) must be God’s
steward, humble, hospitable, and able to teach. Pope
Francis embodies Christ’s love in all of these areas.
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The Heart of a Pastor

On the Family
A healthy family life requires frequent use of three
phrases: “May I?... Thank you, and I’m sorry.… The perfect family doesn’t exist, nor a perfect husband or wife…
we won’t even speak about a perfect mother-in-law! We
sinners exist…. Never let the sun go down without making peace! Never, never, never!” (Address to Engaged
Couples Preparing for Marriage, February 14, 2014).
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Like a good pastor, Pope Francis inspires people to
live their faith in their daily lives through both words
and actions. He calls us again and again to a ministry of
encounter — to meet people where they are, to welcome
them with warm hospitality, to tend to their wounds, and
to share the light of Christ here and now. As he said while
visiting a shantytown in Rio de Janeiro:

On Discipleship
“The Christian isn’t someone who is baptism and then
goes on his way…the first fruit of baptism is that you
belong to the Church, to the People of God. A Christian
without the Church is incomprehensible” (Morning
meditation, January 30, 2014).
On the Church
“Fidelity to the Church, fidelity to her teaching, fidelity to the Creed, fidelity to her doctrine, and safeguarding this doctrine.… Humility and fidelity. Paul VI also
reminded us that we receive the message of the Gospel
as a gift. And we must transmit it as a gift, not as our
own possession. We give a gift that we ourselves have
received” (Morning meditation, January 30, 2014).
On Politics
“I beg the Lord to grant us more politicians who are
genuinely disturbed by the state of society, the people, the
lives of the poor! It is vital that government leaders and
financial leaders take heed and broaden their horizons,
working to ensure that all citizens have dignified work,
education, and health care” (Evangelii Gaudium, 205).

